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At a shrine unbeloved of a God unbeholden a gift

shall be given for the land,                          \str. 6.

That its ramparts though shaken with clamour and

horror of manifold waters may stand ;
That the crests of its citadels crowned and its turrets

that thrust up their heads to the sun
May behold him unblinded with darkness of waves

overmastering their bulwarks begun.
As a bride shall they bring her, a prey for the bride-
groom, a flower for the couch of her lord;  {Ant. 6.
They shall mufHe her mouth that she cry not or curse

them, and cover her eyes from the sword.
They shall fasten her lips as with bit and with bridle,
and darken the light of her face,                     820

That the soul of the slayer may not falter, his heart

be not molten, his hand give not grace.
If she weep then, yet may none that hear take
pity;                                                           i&r. 7.

If she cry not, none should hearken though she

cried.
Shall a virgin shield thine head for love, O city,

With a virgin's blood anointed as for pride ?
Yet we held thee dear and hallowed of her favour,  [Ant, 7
Dear of all men held thy people to her heart;